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Next week on February 11, Iran will 

mark the 31st anniversary of the Is-
lamic Revolution. The revolution 
promised the people of Iran liberty, but 
it has imposed tyranny. The occasion 
is usually marked by government-run 
rallies throughout the country, but the 
leaders of the freedom movement are 
asking the people to once again risk 
their lives and stand in opposition to 
government tyranny and government- 
controlled rallies. 

The government is accused by opposi-
tion leaders of executing two 
protestors to scare the people into si-
lence on the anniversary of the revolu-
tion. Now, the Tiny Tyrant in the 
Desert, Ahmadinejad, says, The Islamic 
Revolution opened a window to liberty 
for the human race. What a lie. The 
Iranian Government doesn’t know 
what the word ‘‘liberty’’ even means. 

The head of the Islamic Revolution 
Guards in Tehran, Brigadier General 
Hossein Hamedani, warned in the 
media that the opposition movement 
would be barred from making an ap-
pearance on February 11. He said, ‘‘Any 
voice, color, or gesture which is dif-
ferent from that of the Islamic Revolu-
tion and from the Iranians’ voice 
should be driven out of people’s 
marches,’’ saying violators would be 
‘‘severely dealt with.’’ So much for 
freedom of speech. So much for free-
dom to peaceably assemble and protest 
the government. 

Plus, those in the media are being 
controlled as to what they can report, 
allowing only government propaganda 
to be preached to the people. Is this 
what the Iranian Government calls lib-
erty? This is tyranny by Dictator 
Ahmadinejad. 

The United States should not remain 
silent about the oppressions of the Ira-
nian people. The next great hope for 
the world and world peace is that the 
people of Iran remove their illegit-
imate regime and put in a government 
that is duly and legally authorized by 
the people. The United States should 
stand with the Iranian people with 
their request for freedom and let them 
know we support their voice for free-
dom over tyranny, liberty over oppres-
sion. And while the dictator may kill 
the body of those freedom fighters, he 
will not succeed in killing the spirit of 
freedom that they have proclaimed 
when they lived. 

The Tiny Tyrant of the Desert, 
Ahmadinejad, is trying to intimidate 
his people and intimidate the world. He 
is trying to divert attention away from 
his unpopular government. He is 
threatening the world again saying 
Iran will ‘‘deliver a telling blow to 
global powers on February 11.’’ Could 
this be a threat? Another advance in 
Iran’s quest for nuclear weapons? 

Our quarrel is not with the people of 
Iran. Our quarrel, the world’s quarrel, 
is with the Government of Iran. The le-
gitimate government of Iran is the 
world threat to peace. Ahmadinejad 
and his henchmen are waging internal 
war against the Iranian people, and he 

desires to rage war against other na-
tions. We should join hands with the 
sons of liberty and the daughters of 
Iran in protest of tyranny, oppression, 
and murder in that country. 

Iran needs a regime change because a 
nuclear Iran is not a nuclear option. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CONYERS addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IMPROVING WOMEN’S RIGHTS IS 
THE KEY TO PEACE IN AFGHANI-
STAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton an-
nounced a new ‘‘Women’s Action Plan’’ 
for Afghanistan last week. I want to 
praise Secretary Clinton for this criti-
cally important initiative because I be-
lieve that improving women’s rights is 
one of the important keys to peace in 
Afghanistan and in many other parts of 
the world as well. 

The action plan includes the fol-
lowing initiatives: improved security 
for women in Afghanistan; provide 
girls and women with better education; 
expand women’s access to judicial in-
stitutions; improve women’s health 
care; expand economic development op-
portunities for women; and increase 
women’s participation in the political 
process in every level of government. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a great need for 
those initiatives because women’s 
rights have been ignored or destroyed 
in Afghanistan for many years, espe-
cially under Taliban rule. In Afghani-
stan, the lives of girls and women are 
at risk every single day because many 
laws actually don’t exist to protect 
women, and there are many laws that 
actually discriminate against women. 
It’s also important to remember that 
the health care is so poor in Afghani-
stan that it has the second highest 
mortality rate in the world. Hundreds 
of girls’ schools in Afghanistan have 
also been destroyed by extremists. The 
list, Mr. Speaker, goes on and on. 

But in the United States, we can 
help. We can help improve the lives of 
women in Afghanistan. If we do this, it 
would be a devastating defeat for the 
violent extremists in that country and 
a great victory for progress in Afghani-
stan. 

As a State Department official said 
last week, ‘‘Progress is not possible if 
half a country’s population is left be-
hind. Afghan women must not be 
viewed simply as victims who need to 
be sheltered. They must be respected 
and valued as leaders—a reserve of tal-
ent that Afghan society needs to draw 
upon in order to prosper and succeed.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I want to mention just 
one particular example of how women 
can help Afghanistan to prosper be-
cause when women are allowed to 
work, they invest up to 90 percent of 
their earnings in their family and com-
munities. That’s twice the rate of men. 
And it has a powerful multiplier effect. 

So, Mr. Speaker, improving the sta-
tus of women has been a central part of 
this SMART security platform which I 
have been urging for Afghanistan. I am 
convinced that SMART security would 
do far more to win the hearts and 
minds of the Afghan people than mili-
tary action. That’s why I have opposed 
President Obama’s plan to send 30,000 
more troops to Afghanistan. We don’t 
need more troops. We need a new strat-
egy. 

This new strategy must focus on eco-
nomic development, humanitarian aid, 
better education and health care, and 
human rights. We must encourage and 
we must help the Afghan people to 
build a better future and show that we, 
the United States, are on their side. 
Certainly women’s rights must be at 
the heart of this new strategy. In fact, 
advancing women’s rights might be the 
most effective anti-terrorist strategy 
we can have in Afghanistan. 

So let’s support Secretary Clinton’s 
ideas, suggestions, by empowering the 
women of Afghanistan. It will help 
keep them safe and it certainly will 
keep us safer. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TEN THINGS EVERY AMERICAN 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT PRESI-
DENT OBAMA’S BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, the President of the United States, 
President Obama, is sending a budget 
up here that we’ve just found out about 
in the last couple of days. It’s $3.8 tril-
lion in the fiscal year beginning Octo-
ber 1, and that’s about a 30 percent in-
crease in outlays since 2008: $3.8 tril-
lion. 

The President’s budget includes more 
than $2 trillion in tax hikes at a time 
when this economy is really suffering 
with a nearly 20-percent jump in taxes 
in the first year alone, and it’s going to 
hit tax increases on small businesses, 
investors, and families, and it’s going 
to violate the President’s campaign 
pledge. 

The President’s budget borrows too 
much from our kids and grandkids. 
Under the President’s budget, the Fed-
eral Government will run a record 
budget deficit of $1.6 trillion in fiscal 
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